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Strategy
name

Federal

National
Climate
Resilience and
Adaptation
Strategy
2021-2025

Strengthening
climate
adaptation in
Australia

Year

2021

In progress
(expected
delivery late
2024)

Australian Alps region

Australian
Alps Liaison
Committee
Strategic Plan
2023-2026

NSW

NSW climate
change
adaptation
strategy

Blueprint for
a Resilient
South East
NSW

2022

2022

Unpublished
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Focus/
scope
of the
strategy

Social and
economic

Build an agreed,

nationally
consistent

pathway, Social,

economic and
environmental

Environmental

Social,
economic, and
environmental

Disaster risk
reduction,
Social,
economic, and
environmental
resilience

Alps focus

Nil

Nil

Significant

Limited

Limited

Key findings or recommendations relevant
to this report

Two guiding principles are to “support those who are vulnerable to
climate-related impacts” and “respect the knowledge and experience
of those affected and involve them in decision-making”

No explicit mention of trade-offs or potential loss
Key objective is to drive investment and action through collaboration.

Explicitly mentions potential loss of Australia’s natural systems, but
doesn't discuss trade-offs

Recognises the need to ensure vulnerable groups are not
disproportionately affected, although only for economic values

Collaborative - intends to encompass state/territory and local
government, industry and business groups, local communities, and
First Nations peoples.

Recognises the growing impacts of climate change on the natural
and social values of the Alps, but doesn’t acknowledge that not
everyone’s values can be retained or that vulnerable groups will be
disproportionately affected

Strong focus on collaboration and building connections between
First Nations, community, governments, researchers, and visitors to
the Alps.

Doesn’t employ a climate adaptation framework.

No explicit mention of trade-offs

Recognises that climate change will disproportionately impact
already disadvantaged or vulnerable people (e.g., socio-
economically disadvantaged) and will disproportionately impact
Aboriginal people, including their connection to Country and
cultural heritage.

Explicitly mentions trade-offs needed to be made about where
to allocate limited time, effort and money in disaster preparation,
response or risk reduction.

Recognises that climate change will disproportionately impact
vulnerable people.
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Strategy Year Focus/ Alps focus
hame scope

of the

strategy
NSW
Enabling 2017 Social, Significant
Adaptation in economic, and
the South East environmental
South East 2022 Natural Limited
NSW Natural resources
Resource adaptation
Management
Plan 2022-
2026
ViIC
Victoria’s 2021 Social and Limited
climate economic with
change a focus on
strategy mitigation
North East 2016 Natural Moderate
Climate Ready Resource
NRM Strategy Management -

Environmental
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Key findings or recommendations relevant to
this report

Recommends some of the adaptation responses discussed in this
report, including year-round tourism transition by the snow tourism
industry. Explicitly mentions potential loss of values and recognizes
that in many cases business-as-usual is undesirable under climate
change. Emphasises the need for system transformation.

Uses an adaptive pathways approach and a framework of
“resilience, transition, transformation” to categorise adaptation
responses (very similar to RAD):

Resilience: changes or coping strategies to maintain

business as usual .

Transitions: incremental system change

Transformation: fundamental system change

Recommends public land management needs to undergo
transformation by increasing public-private partnerships

and collaborations.

Recognises the possibility of habitat loss, but does not explicitly
mention trade-offs

Incorporates a series of workshops with key stakeholders and has a
strong theme of collaboration and partnerships.

Acknowledges there are diverse values across the South East
Region, including First Nations cultural values, but does recognise
that not all values will be preserved or that some groups are more
vulnerable than others.

Does not employ an adaptation framework.

States that adaptation will require “some trade-offs between the
needs of current and future generations to protect the long-term
interests of Victorian communities, species, and businesses”. No
recognition of trade-offs required within generations and that not all
values (interests) for all people can be protected (resist response).

Recognises that particularly vulnerable communities exist, although
provides only socio-economically disadvantaged communities and
those living in urban heat areas as examples.

Community empowerment and place-based adaptation listed as a
priority, with a special emphasis on vulnerable communities.

Commitment to implement through partnerships with other
land management agencies, NGOs, Landcare and other
community groups.

No explicit mentions of trade-offs, but recognizes that change will
occur in the alpine region and the need to identify preferred options
and management approaches. Recognises the emotional impacts of
climate change, including loss and grief.

Commits to working with partners and initiating discussions with
stakeholders and communities about change to the alpine region to
identify preferred options and management approaches.
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Strategy
name

ViCc

West
Gippsland
Regional
NRM climate
change
strategy

Climate
change
adaptation
plan for natural
resource
management
in the Goulburn
Broken
Catchment

ACT

ACT climate
change strat-
egy 2019-
2025

ACT climate
change
adaptation
strategy

Year

2016

2016

2019

2016
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Focus/
scope
of the
strategy

Natural
Resource
Management
— Environment

Natural
Resource
Management -
Environmental

Social and
economic,
with a focus
on emissions
reduction

Social,
economic, and
environmental

Alps focus

Moderate

Significant

Limited

Nil

Key findings or recommendations relevant
to this report

Explicitly states that “difficult trade-off decisions will need to be
considered regarding which assets are worthy of protection ‘at all
costs’, or whether there needs to be an acceptance that their future
values will be different.”

The strategy was developed with input from regional stakeholders
through a series of workshops and consultation

Employs an adaptation pathways framework.

Mitigation focuses on carbon sequestration and identifies areas of
the catchment that could support carbon sequestration efforts.

Identifies that incremental autonomous adaptation is unlikely to
maintain snow-dependent ecosystems of the Australian Alps given
projections of reduced snow depth and duration of snow cover.
Suggests that transformational adaptation is required to sustain
ecosystem services in snow-dependent ecosystems.

Identifies that more frequent fires are likely to occur and that
fire-sensitive species may be lost. States that “transformational
adaptation may be required to avoid this outcome or because it
cannot be avoided”.

Identifies that changing values and expectations by communities is
a key pressure on the alpine region.

Employs an adaptive pathways framework.

The evaluation process for local plans for each of the six Social-
Ecological Systems (SES) outlined in the strategy is to be
determined by stakeholders.

Recognises that vulnerable communities will be disproportionately
impacted by climate change and that a just transition is needed.

Explicitly commits to considering synergies and trade-offs.
Outlines community leadership and just transition as a key priority.

No explicit mention of trade-offs or recognition that values
of some people will be retained over those of others.

Recognises “the need to effectively engage and
collaborate with diverse stakeholders”, but doesn’t
provide details.
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